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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claims will replace all previous versions and listings of the 
claims. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for d e laying or reversing treating a 
mammalian subject having, or at risk of developing, a retinal or choroidal degenerative 
disease or condition that is associated with increased expression of matrix 

metal loproteinase. membrane-associated 1 (MT1-MMP) . the method comprising 
diagnosing said subject with, or at risk of developing, said retinal or choroidal 
degenerative disease or condition in a subioc t . and fee- m e thod comprising contacting a 
retinal or choroidal cell of a said subject having, or at riok - of - dovcloplngy o retina l or 
choroidal d e g e n e rative disease or condition with an agent that decreases the 
expression or activity of an AMDP-related or phagocytosis-related gene or protein, or 
decreases the activity of an AMDP-related or phagocytosis-related protein, wherein said 
AMDP-related or phagocytosis-related gene or protein is MT1-MMP. thereby treating 
said disease or condition , 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said AMDP-related 
or phagocytosis-related gene is comprises a nucleic acid seouence encodin g s ele ct e d 
from tho group consisting of human unknown PHG 1; prostaglandin D2 synthase; 
myelin basic protein; human unknown PHG 1; human unknown PHG 5; - humofl peanut 
lik e 2/s e ptin A\ 00Q0t0Gift 4 ik e 4vclust e rin; casein kinooo 1 opcilon; ferritin heavy 
polypoptido 1; - m e targidin; human - unknown PHG - 13; retina l dohydo binding protein 1; 
a ctin gamma 1; matrix motalloprot e inase, mo m b r o n o associated 1 ( MT1 -MMP ) proteinf 
SW I/ S N F r o lated/OSA - 1 nuc l ear protein; and human unknowvAMD fi- 3; eaid AMDP 
r e lat e d or phagocytosis related gonoOj . said nucleic add comprising the resp e ctive 
nucleotide sequencers]] identified as SEQ ID NO [[S]]: 1, 2, 3, 4? 5, 6 y 7, 8 y 0 r 10 f 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15 , 16, and 17 , 

3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said retinal or 
choroidal degenerative disease or condition is age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD). 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said subject suffers from AMD. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said subject is at risk of 
developing AMD. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the method delays 
the retinal or choroidal degenerative disease or condition. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the method 
reverses the retinal or choroidal degenerative disease or condition. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said cell is a photoreceptor, an 
RPE cell, a Muller cell, or a cell type of the choroid selected from the group consisting of 
an endothelial cell, a smooth muscle cell, a leukocyte, a macrophage, a melanocyte and 
a fibroblast. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said AMDP rolatod 
or phagocytosis - r e lat e d g e n e is MT1 MMP, and said MT1-MMP gene or protein is 
located within said cell. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said AMDF - relat ed 
or phagocyto s is - r e l a t e d gen e to MT1 MMP and said M T1 -MMP protein is located in an 
extracellular matrix. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 f wherein said extracellular matrix is an 
interphotoreceptor matrix. 



7 



PAGE 16/33 * RCVDAT 11/7/2006 6:08:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/22 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:9547272601 * DURATION (mrMS);0M6 



NOV. 7.2006 6:09PM"" " EAPD LLP 



NO. 087 P. 17 



Application No. 1 0/773,446 Docket No.: 661 45(300604) 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said agent down- 
regulates expression of a nucleic add or amino acid sequence of an AMDP - r e lat e d or 
phagocytosis r o l a t od g e n e , said g e ne se l e ct ed from tho group consisting of MT1-MMP ? 
p r ostaglandin D2 syntha se and AMDP 3 . 

14. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 3, wherein said agent is an 
oligonucleotide selected from the group consisting of a ribozyme, an antisense DNA or 
RNA, and interfering RNA (RNAi) A and a triple helix forming molecule. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 431, wherein said agent is an 
antibody that specifically binds to a MT1-MMP , prostag l and i n D2 synthaco or AMDP 3 
protein or peptide. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein said antibody 
neutralizes at least one biological activity of MT1-MM P, prostaglandin D2 synthase or 
A MDP - 3 . 

1 7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16 f wherein said AMDP rotated 
or phagocyto si s -e lat e d g e n e is MT1 MM P a n d sa i d biological activity is activation of 
progelatinase A or degradation of extracellular matrix. 

18-52. (Cancelled) 

53. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid 
sequence of said AMDP-related or phagocytosis-related gene encodes a human MT1- 
MMP protein, and oomp ff so sconsists of the sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:15, or a 
polymorphic variant thereof. 

54^56. (Cancelled) 
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57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, wherein said antibody is 
selected from the group consisting of a polyclonal antibody, a monoclonal antibody, a 
single chain antibody and an Fab fragment. 

58. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the antibody is 
administered by injection Into the eye, 

59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Previously presented) The method of claim 57, wherein said antibody is 
administered to the subretinal space. 

61-62. (Cancelled) 
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